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The Riches of CHAISE 


Or, The Glotious 


TREASURE 


| OF 
Heavenly Joys, 


Held forth, and expounded to all good 
Chriſtians, wherein unſpeakable Bleſ- 
ſings are "propoſed for the Encourage- 
ment and Cotnfort of all that will ſtrive 
and labour to work out their Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling. 
Likewiſe Exhortations to a true and time- 
ly Repentance. With a devout Prayer, 
ſuiting fo divine a Subject. 


Very profitable for all People, and neceſſary 
lo he had in Families, 
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above the Croſs, North Side of the 
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The Riches of Chriſ}: Or, The 


glorious Treaſure of heavenly 


J oys, 


2 Cor. viii. 9. For ye know the Grace of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that tho be 
was rich, yet for your Sakes he becams 


Poor, that ye thro his Poverty might 
be rich, 


FS this Confideration we may raiſe 


our largeſt thoughts to an exceed= 
ing height; for if we purchaſe 
this pearl of great price, if we Ce this 
field, we have a portion laid up, not only 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt deſirous mind, 
and craving appetite not only in this world, 
but in the world to come; the conſiderati- 
on of which made the Apoſtle to cry out as 
in a rapture, O the height and depth of the ri- 
ches and mercy of God in Feſus Cbriſt! In 
this there is no fading riches, that make ro 
themſelves wings and fly away, or are pe- 
nſhing, and cannot relieve or reprive us in 
our greateſt neceſſity; but an unſpeak- 
able and everlaſting treaſure, beyond hat. 
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the world can afford. e treaſure of rich- 


es is above the value of a thouſand Worlds, 


Would you have length of days? Here 
you may find it held out to you in one hand. 
Would you have riches and honour ? It is 


to be found in the other hand. Would you 


aſptre to true greatneſs? Here you have a 
crown, not for a time, but for ever and e- 
ver? Be thou faithful unto the death, and 1 
will give you a crown of life, ſays our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Would you be a king? 
Here is a kingdom worthy of che higheſt am- 
bit ion, where we ſhall reign with our bleſſed 
Lord not only for an age, but endleſs ages, 
even to all eternity, as Kings and Prieſts, 
Would you have Joy and content? There 
- is, as wy _ witneſſeth, viz. Thou wilt 

ew me the path of life, in thy preſence is ful- 
neſs of joy, Fd A thy 1 bad 3 ; 
pleaſures evermore, Pſalm. xvi. xx. Would you 
have wherewithal to refreſh you? Here 
ſtreams the rivers of waters of life, here's the 
heavenly Manna, the ſpiricual food of An- 
gels. Would you be always in light? Here 
you need no fun by day, nor moon by night; 
the Lamb is the lamp; and the light of his 
countenance fills the manſjons ot eternity 
with dazling glory, and rays of Brightneſs, 
tranſcending all che brightneſs this world 
is capable of, far beyond what the fun affords, 
when ſhining in its full luſtre en 

wti 
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wich a glimmering a: If the Queen 
of Sheba came to admire the Wiſdom of So- 
lamon, behold a greater than Solomon 3s bere 
Behold here the wiſdom of the Father, the 
eternal word, by whom all things were made 
that are made; and yet he offers himſelf, 
wich all that can be counted rich and glo- 
| rious, to theſe that will freely embrace his 
tender love. O! what would not ſome 
Men do fora ſmall Portion, of Earth, which 
at laſt they muſt be ſeparated from? How 
do we behold worldlings groveling below 
after vain tranſicory things, and ſpare no 
pain, coſt, hazard, or danger, to acquire 
momenrary Triffles, and ne ſea to purchaſe, 
when ſuch a Pearl of Price is to be had: 
Nay even neglect to deſite, preferring a 
{mail Weight of periſhing Earth, betore 
an exceeding Weight of Glory; to prefer 
Sickneſs, Trouble and Diſeaſes, before Life, 
eaſe and immortal Happineſs ; O! conſider 
how infinitely the terms are good, and what 
infinite Gain may be had for the like Time 
well improved, that is ſpent in ſeeking after 
even Riches tranſcending the largeſt Ac- 
| count, For as the Apoſtle tells us, Eye has 
not ſeen nor Ear heard, nor has it entered into 
the Heart of Man to conceive what God has 
laid up fer thoſe that love and obey bim. All 
preciuus things to which this World giyes a 
Name, and of moſt Eſteem are not com- 
pareable to them ; as a Drop of Water 


x to 


( 


to the ocean, or a grain of ſand co the whole 
maſs of Earth: And how great then ought 


our love to be towards him, that not only 


tenders us this treaſure, but ſhed his rich re- 


deeming blood to purchaſe it for us, and to 
draw us out of the ſnares of deſtruction, 
when we lay in dacknefs, and the ſhaddow 


of death; | 


How great ought our veneration to be for 
ſo tranſcendent a love and favour as this? 
When the innocent ſubmitted to dy to ſave 
the guilty from the power of the ſecond 
death? For be hath delivered us from the 
wrath that is io come, 1. Theſ. i: 10. So that 
to them that are in Chriſt there is no condemnati- 
on, Rom. viii. 1. This being the main pro- 
miſe of God, That whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life, John iii. 
15, 16. For this great conqueror has over- 


_ thrown him that had the power of death 


(that is the Devil) delivering them. who - 
through fear of death, were all their lifetime 
ſubject to bondage, having ſpoiled princi- - 
palities and powers, and made a triumph o- 
ver death and hell, baffling the king of ter- 
rots, and the enemy of mankind, who la- 
boured earneſtly to enſlave and bring to final 
deſtruction all the ſons of Adam, and had un- 
doubredly ſeen his implacable malice acccm- 
pliſhed upon the whole race, had not this 
great prince diveſted himſelf of his glory for 
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2 time, to free us from bondage and put us 
into a ſtate and poſſibility of ſalvation. 1 
How can we in theſe thoughts do other- 
wiſe than break out into a rapture with holy 
David, viz. I will magnify thee, and I will 
* praile thy name for ever and ever; Great 
* 1s che Lord, and marvelous, worthy to be 
© praiſed ; there is no end of his righteouſ- 
© neſs the memorial of thy abundant kinds. 
© neſs ſhall be ſhewed, and men ſhall ſing 
of thy righteouſneſs, that thy power, thy- 
c glory, and the mightineſs of thy kingdom 
© might be known unto men, Thy king 
dom is an everlaſting kingdom, and thy 
« dominion endureth throughout all ages; 
© the Lord upholdeth all ſuch as fall, and 
c lifreth up thoſe that are caſt down, the 
« eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord, and 
© thou giveſt chem meat in due ſeaſon, Pſal. 
c cxlv. 1. &c. : was 
© "Theſe conſiderations, me thinks, ſhould 
Z raiſe and inflame the minds of men wich de- 
E deſires ſuitable to the longing after a treaſure 
ſo ineſtimable, a pearl worth more than ten 
thouſand worlds, a Jewel no where elſe to be 
purchaſed, no where elſe tO be found, A 
kingdom of all pleaſures and delights, Theſe | 
thoughts made the kingly prophet to have 
but a mean eſteem of earthly pomp and 
grandeur, compared wich this, when he cried 
our, O how amiable are thy dwellings, O 


thou Lord of hoſts ! My ſoul panteth after 
thee, 
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thee, as the Hart panteth after the Water 
Brooks, c. And St. Paul: compared all 


things as dung and droſs to the love of 


Curiſt; and COUT on affirmed * That nei- 


ther Height nor Depth, Principalities nor Powers, 
Things preſent nor Things to come, &c. ſhould. 
be able ty fe arate bim, from the » Love of God 
which is in Feſus Chriſt, the bleſſed and ami- 
able Lord of Life, Glory and Immortality; 


the faireſt among ten thouſand. 


But here let us coniider, to gain the riches 
of Chriſt, we muſt give up ourſelves wholly 
ro his divine Will, both Soul and Body, 
committing ourſelves to him, as tothe Hands 
of a faithful Redeemer ; for ſeeing he bas re- 
deemed us from our Enemies, that therefore 
we need not ftand in fear of them, accord- 
ing to that of 1/aiah xliii. 1, Fear not for 1 
redtemed thee. * But as we are taught in the 
next Words, we ſhould all the Days of our 
Life worſhip him without Fear, and when at 
any time we have grieved ſo good and fo 
gracious a God, by ſinning againſt bim, 
the remembrance of our Redemption ſhould 
encourage us to return unto him, ſeeing he 


as our Saviour hath redeemed and bought 
ps wieh fo great a Price, therefore we ought 
to acknowledge him as our Lord, in right | 

of Redemption, and ourſelves not be our 
wn, Fur his Servants ; for therefore Chriſt 
ied and coſe again to Life, char he mig 


* POR 


our Lord, we muſt be careful ro do his will, 
or elſe we in vain do call him ſo, as did 
thoſe he reproved, wiz Why do ye call ne 


Lord, and do not the Things that I command! * 
you? Luke vi. 46. 51 


Chriſt died for all, that thoſe who live ſhoald 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unte 
him who died for them, and roſe again, à Cor, 
V. IS, Fs, 

This conſideration cauſed the primitive 
Chriſtians co ſeal their ceſtimonies wich their 
Blood, running violently to the flames and 
tortures, and not accepting any deliverance: 
that might render them unworthy. of the 
Riches and Mercy of their Redeemer, bo 
had ſo freely laid down his Lite to purchaſe 
them Glory and Immortality, in a Kingdom 
that laſts as long as God is God, and that is 
endleſs, and to all eternity. Here we have, 
even in our beſt ſtate, but a Glimpſe of the 


Glory that ſhall be revealed; and how oſten 


have good Chriſtians deſpiſed and trampled 
on all Riches, Honour and Glory this world 
could give, and embrace all the Miſeries we 
ſuppoſe can make a Man the moſt miſerable 
of Creatures, to follow the Guidance of that 
marvelous Light that has been revealed, no- 
thing but the Riches of Chriſt, held forth in 
his meritorious Death and Paſſion, could 
-latisfy 


the Lord of the Quick and the Dead, Rs? 
xiv. 9. And if we acknowledge him to be 


” 
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atisfſy or bound che large deſire of their 


Jouls. No worlds below, tho' innumerable, 


adorned wich all the gaudy vanities and mo- 
mentary pleaſures, could balance the leaſt 
thought of eternal happineſs ; and many 
times raptures of joy in holy and pious con- 


templations, have raiſed chem even to hea- 


ven itſelf, in imagination, whilſt their bo- 


dies ave remained on the earth, and made 


them with St. Paul to cry out, That they de- 


ſed to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt : Tlie 
holy martyrs have clapped their hands in the 


midſt of che flames, whilſt their finger ends 


have blazed with fire, like ſo many torches, 


to light their ſouls to the manſions. of ecer- 
nal bliſs, prepared for them by -their redee- 
mer, and ſung triumph and praiſe to the 
Lord Jeſus, who ſtrengthned and ſupported 
them in the midſt of their fiery trial; and 
ſome have confeſſed when the flames have 


encompaſed them, and part of their bodies 


conſumed, that they have felt no more pain 
than in bed a of downs, and that the coals 


of fire and devouring flames have appeared 
like a pleaſant garden of roſes and lillies 


round them. 

O that men would be wiſe, and cor ſider 
theſe things, that they would with St. Paul dy 
daily to fin, and the corruption of the ficſh, 70 
live to (briſt in righteouſnes and purity of ſpirits 
that ſo they may juſtly lay claim co his merit, 


to the riches and creaſure of his mercy ; for 


no doubt the conſideration of the ftupenduvus 
red:mpticn 


1 
redemption that he has wrought for the ſons 
and daughters of men, occaſioned what St. 
John ſaw in the Rev iv. 9, 10, II. VIZ. * And. 
© when the beaſts (whoſe character you will 
c find at large in that chapter) give glory 
© and honour, and thanks to him that ſat on 
© the throne, who liveth for ever and ever: 
The four and twenty elders fall down be- 
© fore him that fat on the throne, and wor- 
© ſhip him that liveth for ever and ever; and 
© caſt their crowns before the throne, ſaying, 
© Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glo- 
© ry and honour, and power: for thcu haſt 
created all things, and for thy pleaſure 
© they are and were created. | 

Could we have a proſpect, cho' in a viſion 
of the holy men, whoſe ſouls were redeemed 
from the earth, and are triumphinꝑ and ſing- 
ing praiſe, and hallelujahs in the higheſt 
heavens, with what wonder and amazement 
would the riches and mercy of our bleſſed Lord 
tranſport and carry them away; we ſhould 
truly and feelingly ſay with the apoſtle, it ;s 
good for us to be here ; that is, to be in a ſtate 
and poſſibility of gaining the like happy vi- 

ſion of the divine beat itude; we ſhould then 
Icok upon every thing elſe as dark and 
dul, and conclude them but droſs and dung 
with St. Paul when rapt up into the third hea- 
vens, tho' he knew not whether in the fleſh 
or the Spirit, and ſaw and heard things un- 
utterable, that his tongue perhaps was not 


capable 


3 . OO" 
capable of expreſſing Words ſuitable to give 
Mankind an Account of them, tho' he had 
thought fit, or been diſpoſed to reveal them; 
and aſter that, we find his mind duly enflamed 
after a fuller fruition of them. Life itſelf 
ſeemed tedious to him, and made him court 
death (that was to diſmiſs him'from the lower 
world) the king of tetrors, ſo dreadful rothe 
greateſt part of men, to ſet him at liberty, as 
it appears by his deſiring to be diſſolved, and 
to be with Chriſt. Whilſt wordlings are con- 
tend ing for eart lily creaſure, that is of ſmall 
duration, and cannot give the leaſt real con- 
tent; let us raiſe our Souls ro take a Pro- 
ſped of the true Riches, the Treaſure of e- 
verlaſting Durance, even the Riches of 
Chriſt's mercy and love towards miſerable 
ſianers ; who, when laid in darkneſs and the 
ſhadow of dearth, gave his life as a ranſom 
for us, to appeaſe his Father's Juſtice, 

O! let nor the Conſideration of wordly 
treaſure make you turn aſide from following 
this rich mine, this golden vein of heavenly 
treaſure, let us renounce the whole world co 
purchaſe it; let nothing ſtand in competiti- 
on, or he thought too dear, to part with all 
upon this account, ſo we may not loſe, for 
triffles the moſt excellent of all riches promi- 
ſed to vs in the Goſpel. : 

0 6 And every one that (ſays our bleſſed Savi- » 
| 4 ; our) hath for/aken houſes, or bret hren, or ſijters, 
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or Father, or Mother, 5 Wife, or Children, or | 
Lands, for my Names Sake, ſhall receive an bun- + 
dred fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting Life, Mat. 15 

tix. 29. Here is a Promiſe worth a thouſand V 


Worlds, worthy the ſhaking eff and ſacrifi- 1 
ſing all dur darling Affections, that ſtand be- 4 
eween us and Chriſt, to hinder us from run- 
ning into his bleſſed Arms, and wholly caſt- * 
ing ourſelves upon the Riches of his Mercy, pol 
in which alone there is Comfort and Reſt * 
for weary Souls. 7 

The King (lays holy David) ſtiall joy in ty "v2 

Strength O Lord; and in thy Salvation how: 
greatly ſhall he rejoice. Pſal. xxi. 1. If we caſt ia 
our Anchor here; we have a ſure Foundati- 
on and he that is the Diſpoſer of all Things ; 
will not ſuffer us, even in this Life, to want * 
what he ſees convenient for us. The Earth is 40 
the Lords, and the Fulneſs thereof, the World and "W 
they that dwell therein. For he bath founded it | 
upon the Seat, and eſtabliſled it upon the Floods, * M8 
Pſalm, xxiv. 1, 2. | 

Many times we find indeed that God with- | 
holds his hands from the righteous, and gives 19 
them not ſuch plenty of earthly chings as the 5 
wicked c.mmonly poſſeſs; this made David 
almoſt ſtumble, but When he had better con- 
ſidered, he greatly rejoiced, for as our bleſ- 
fed Lord confeſſed, that his kingdom was not 
of this world, we may well believe, that thoſe 
whom he loves ſhall not have their pore 

cre 


n 
here, but receive it in the kingdom prepa- 
red for them, in all fulneſs of joy and hleſ- 
ſedneſs, even the riches of Chriſt. ſhall be 
their part; then they may truly ſay their 
lot is fallen in a fair land! the Lord is their 
heritage, even the Lord of Glory the King 
of Saints, and Angels, who has ſubdued for 
us death and the Grave; who died and roſe 
again, that he might become Lord both of 
the living and the dead. And in this caſe 
the chriſtian may aſſure himſelf with holy 
David, viz The Lord is my ſhepherd, 1 ſhall 
not want : He niaketh me ly doum in green 
paſtures, be leadeth me beſide the ftill waters, 
be reftoreth my ſoul, be leadeth me in the paths of 
righteouſneſs for his names ſake. Yea tho 1 
walk through the valley of the ſhaddow of death, 
T will fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy 
rod and thy ſtaff (hall comfort me; Thou pre pareſt 
a table before me in the preſence of mine ene- 
mies; thou anointeſi my head with oil, my cu 
runneth over : Snrely goodneſs and mercy ſhall 


| follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
| 
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end 


dwell in the houſe of the Lord forever, Pſal. 
XXIII. I, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, Now ſecing all power 
in heaven and earth is given to our bleſſed 
Lord, how can we doubt but the riches of 
his mercy would extend to choſe that love 


him, and keep his word in truth and up- 
rightnels ? , 
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O then let us ſtrive now to run the race, 


that is ſer before us, that we may have the 


reward Chriſt offers in the riches of his me- 
rcy, to which nothing can come near in va- 
lue, If we can poſſeſs ourſelves of that, we 
have all that ought to be deſireable, all that 
can make us eternally happy; theſe are the 
only aims and wiſhes of the ſaints of God, 
they deſire to purchaſe nothing but Chriſt ; 
and in him find all that is rich, glo-ious and 
good, all that is lovely and amiable; he is 
the only pearl of price, the rich treaſure in 
the field, for which we ſhould freely part 
with all to purchaſe, and the bargain no 
doubt will enrich us for ever, and ſatisfy the 
yaſteſt d-fire that the thoughts can frame. 

O that I had wings like a dove, (ſaith holy 
David, in the rapture of theſe thoughts) that 
I might fly away and be at reſt. And certain- 
ly there remaineth, as holy writ mentions 
ech, a reſt for che people of God, which 
through the riches and mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his merits may be obtained, 
if we conſider even in this our day the things 
that belong to our peace. Which grant, O 
Lord, for thy infinite mercies fake, that we 
may praiſe and magnity thy holy name, 
world without end, Amen. 
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- Bleſſed Jekus, Sal der me 4 gratis 
Wrerch, whom the - Riehes of, thy 
merey, in ſheddiny by moſt. preci- 

rom Death to 
Life, my Soul is raviſhed with the Thoughrs; 


oftby tranſcendent "Compaſſion, O. . | 
me; and 1 ſhall follow wt Joy and Del ight. 


O-: turn not away thy peels: Eyes, leſt I 
faint, for my Soul is fulf of Love; gbide me 
in'thy Truth, and ter me fo live, that 8 E 
dic, my- Soul may reſt with thee, & amen. 
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